
Crystal Palace Maze 

History of the Maze 

There was no maze at the original Great Exhibition of 1851 site in Hyde Park. The Great Maze only 
appeared in the grounds of Sydenham Park, the second location of Crystal Palace. It was one of several 
features designed to entertain the public, particularly children, along with the Underground Grotto, the 
boating lake and playgrounds – rather like a modern day adventure park.  

Crystal Palace Park was originally laid out between 1852 and 1855 to accommodate the relocated and 
enlarged Crystal Palace. Joseph Paxton imposed a strong symmetrical design for the park, orientating it 
around a Central Walk (Paxton Axis) with rosary gardens, English landscape garden, Italianate garden 
cascades, fountains and basins on either side.  Edward Milner was the designer of the Italian Garden and 
fountains, the Great Maze, and the English Landscape Garden.  

  

1863 OS Map 6 Inch (National Library of Scotland) 

Edward Milner (1819-1884) was born in Derbyshire. His father, Henry, was employed at Chatsworth, 
where he worked in a number of roles including that of gardener. Edward was later apprenticed to the 
Head Gardener, Joseph Paxton. He went to Paris in 1841, and became Paxton's assistant on his return. He 
became superintendent of works on the project to re-erect Crystal Palace in Sydenham in 1852, again 
working under Paxton. He worked with Paxton again in 1856 on the creation of the People's Park, Halifax.  

Milner worked as an independent landscape gardener from the mid-1850s. He undertook several private 
commissions as well as designing a series of parks in Preston and Lincoln arboretum. Milner became 
principal of the Crystal Palace School of Gardening, established by the Crystal Palace Company, in 1881, 
with his son Henry Ernest Milner as his assistant for many years.  



The original Great Maze was a late addition to the pleasure gardens completed circa 1866 and appears to 
have been built on the site of the earlier North Rosary (North Mound) seen in the 1863 OS Map. The Maze 
appears in the 1893/1894/1895 Ordinance Survey maps.  

  

OS MAP 5 feet to a Mile 1893 (National Library of Scotland) 



  

1894 OS Map 6 inch (National Library of Scotland ©Copyright Ordnance Survey) 

  

Extract from 1895 map 1:1056 scale (National Library of Scotland ©Copyright Ordnance Survey) 



The Maze fell into disrepair after the Palace fire of 1936 and it was marked as disused on the 1951 OS 
Map. It was finally levelled in the 1960s. 

  

1951 OS Map (National Library of Scotland ©Copyright Ordnance Survey) 

The Maze was re-planted following the original design in 1987 by Bromley Council using hornbeam 
hedges. The original Victorian centre post was retained. 



  

Original Victorian post at centre of maze, pictured in 1990s. 

http://moremoth.blogspot.co.uk/2016/10/crystal-palace-park-maze.html 

In 2008 Bromley Council put forward a strategic planning application to improve Crystal Palace Park 
which was considered run down and not making the best use of the site and amenity. Planning 
Application DC/07/03897/OUT and Planning Report PDU/1295a/01 and /02. The Maze, which had 
become a dark, overgrown, dangerous and not a pleasant place to play, was included as part of the 
landscaping improvements in the Planning Application. The Planning Application met with approval from 
Historic England and the Mayor of London but it is not clear what the current status of the development 
is. 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/planning-
application-search/crystal-palace-2 

http://moremoth.blogspot.co.uk/2016/10/crystal-palace-park-maze.html
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/planning-application-search/crystal-palace-2
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/planning-application-search/crystal-palace-2


Girlguiding Centenary Maze 

On 4 September 1909, Crystal Palace Park was the location of the first Scout Rally which a small group of 
girls dared to attend. The girls approached Robert Baden Powell, requesting that he set up ‘something 
for the girls’.  Shortly after this request at Crystal Palace Park, Lord Baden-Powell published a scheme 
for girl guides and 6000 girls joined when the organisations was founded in 1910.  

As Crystal Palace Park has special significance to Girlguiding, the historic maze was completely 
redesigned and renovated to mark the launch of the Girlguiding’s Centenary celebrations. A partnership 
between Girlguiding, the London Borough of Bromley Council and the London Development Agency was 
formed in order to develop the project. 

New artworks were introduced to the maze, transforming it into an experience for all ages: an 
educational 'treasure hunt' to be enjoyed by young and old. With the active involvement of the London 
Borough of Bromley there was an significant transformation of the planting in the maze area. 

Girlguiding commissioned Leora Brook and Tiffany Black, two female artists, to produce an interactive 
piece of work that would fit into the maze and be open to not just Girlguiding members, but to members 
worldwide and the local community. 

Planning began on bringing the maze up to standard during the winter months of 2008 and contractors 
were appointed and work began on-site towards the end of April 2009. The new Maze is true to the 
layout of the original design. The maze was officially opened by Chief Guide Liz Burnley along with 40 
Brownies and Guides on 5 September 2009 as part of the Girlguiding Centenary launch celebration. 
Bromley Head of Parks and Open Spaces Patrick Phillips, representatives from the London Development 
Agency, project manager Jo Gibbons, and artists Leora Brook and Tiffany Black all attended the opening. 

Ten granite monoliths were placed within the maze, each one bearing an emblem drawn from the world 
of nature and of significance to the guiding movement, from Snowdrops and Daffodils to Polar bears and 
Dolphins. At the centre of the maze, a map depicting its layout is set on the ground within a paved 
circle; raised roundels reveal the positions of the ten monoliths. 

To celebrate the opening of the maze, Crystal Palace Maze souvenir metal and woven badges were made 
available through the Girlguiding shop. 

   

http://www.girlguidingshop.co.uk/crystal-palace-maze-metal-souvenir-badge.aspx?nojs=1 

Guernsey created a commemorative postage stamp to celebrate the maze and its role in Girlguiding 
history. 

http://www.girlguidingshop.co.uk/crystal-palace-maze-metal-souvenir-badge.aspx?nojs=1


  

Guernsey Girlguiding Centenary Stamp – Guernsey. Issued on: 2010-05-27. Face value: 48 p - Guernsey 
penny 

Description: Designed by Paul Mason-Barney. Printed by Joh. Enschede. 

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/stamp/166648-Crystal_Palace_Maze-Centenary_of_Girl_Guides-Guernsey 

The Maze Today 
The Maze is located on the northern side of the park some 25m to the south-west of the Concert Bowl, 
and not therefore anywhere near the more popular dinosaurs. It is now sometimes called the ‘Tea Maze’ 
in reference to the genteel Victorian fashion for visiting the maze after taking tea in the park. The Maze, 
at c 49m in diameter, is reputed to be one of the biggest in the country. 

There is an inscription plaque near the path at the site of the Maze from which a path winds through an 
ornate arch at the centre of a curve of tall trees.  

  

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/countries/year/2010
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/stamp/166648-Crystal_Palace_Maze-Centenary_of_Girl_Guides-Guernsey


The Maze, laid out on an artificial mound behind the screen of trees, is a complex hedge maze featuring 
hedgerows of hornbeam and a confusing network of gravel pathways.  

!  

Arial view of the Maze - It is easiest to solve from above 

(Crystal Palace Community Stakeholders Group, n.d.)???? 
Ten small carved granite ‘monoliths’ are placed at points around the route (each bearing a patrol emblem 
from the natural world), perhaps to help confused visitors remember where they have or have not been. 

   



  

  



  

   

The central space has a ring of tall tree surrounding a circular paved area with a reproduction of the 
maze and six stone benches. In the centre of the circle there is decorative motif with a motto in carved 
stone. 



  

pause here for a while, listen for the echoes 

past, present, future, follow in their footsteps 

  



Girlguiding Uk Centenary Maze, Crystal Palace Park, London 2009. Concept and design by brook & black. 

The maze is free and open to all.  It typically takes about fifteen minutes to reach the centre. There is a 
quick escape exit from the centre of the maze with an escape gate seems to be an original feature.    

  

What to do at the maze 

The maze offers many opportunities for games and activities, in addition to the obvious one of getting to 
the centre, including: 

! Produce rubbings of the roundels set in the centre of the maze. 
! Locating all the engraved marker posts and take rubbings 
! Create a Maze puzzle that you solve on paper as part of family kit 
! Create videos of the walk through the maze 
! Look at history of mazes and mention some others they might want to visit like Hampton Court. 
! The park is one of the starting points for the Green Chain Walk, linking to places such as 

Chislehurst, Erith, the Thames Barrier and Thamesmead. Section 3 of the Capital Ring walk round 
London goes through the park.[21] 

  

http://www.wikiwand.com/en/South_East_London_Green_Chain
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Chislehurst
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Erith
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Thames_Barrier
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Thamesmead
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Capital_Ring
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Crystal_Palace_Park%23citenote21
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